“engaging minds”

TORONTO PREP SCHOOL STUDENT HANDBOOK AND COURSE CALENDAR 2012/13

TORONTO PREP SCHOOL
Student Handbook
and
School Course Calendar
2012/2013

Table of Contents
Section I: Student Handbook
Our Vision.........................................................................................................3
Our Mission .....................................................................................................3
To Fulfill Our Mission .......................................................................................3
Fundamental to Our Mission ...........................................................................3
Our Core Values ..............................................................................................3
Hours of Operation ..........................................................................................4
Academic Schedule .........................................................................................5
School Closings................................................................................................5
Attendance Policy.............................................................................................6
Missed Test Policy............................................................................................7
Leaving School Grounds..................................................................................7
Code of Conduct...............................................................................................7
Dress Code.......................................................................................................9
School Discipline..............................................................................................9
Academic Integrity Policy................................................................................11
Homework.......................................................................................................11
Academic Due Dates......................................................................................12
Emergency Procedures..................................................................................13
Visitors to the School......................................................................................15
Use of iPods and Other Personal Audio/Visual Devices.................................15
The Use of Cell Phones..................................................................................15
Medication......................................................................................................15
Health and Safety...........................................................................................16
Textbooks........................................................................................................16
Lunch..............................................................................................................16
Food and Beverages......................................................................................16
Skateboards and Roller Blades......................................................................16
Lost and Found...............................................................................................16
Posters and Advertising Material in the School..............................................19
Extra-Curricular Activities................................................................................17
Athletic Logo...................................................................................................17
School Clubs and Organizations....................................................................17
Guidance and Counseling Services................................................................18
Guidance and Career Education Program......................................................18
Academic Assistance......................................................................................19
House System and Teacher-Advisors Program..............................................19
Teacher-Advisors............................................................................................19
School’s Right to Search................................................................................19
Lockers...........................................................................................................19
Communications.............................................................................................20
Student Reports and Parent Interviews..........................................................20
Assessment and Evaluation of Student Achievement....................................21
Examinations..................................................................................................23
Substitutions for Compulsory Courses...........................................................23
Waiving of Prerequisites.................................................................................23

Independent Learning Centre.........................................................................23
Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition.................................................24
Music Certificates Accepted For Credits........................................................24
Access to Courses of Study............................................................................24
Course Development .....................................................................................24
The Ontario Student Transcript and Policy Regarding Disclosure.................25
Access to the Ontario Student Record (OSR)................................................25
Confidentiality of Information and the OSR....................................................25
Parents Rights................................................................................................26
Course Selection Process..............................................................................26
Promotion Policy.............................................................................................26
Wireless Internet Usage Policy.......................................................................26
Toronto Prep School Awards..........................................................................28
Community Involvement Awards and the Toronto Prep School......................29

Section II: School Course Calendar
Academic Program for Grades 7 and 8 .........................................................32
Course Descriptions for Grade 7 ...................................................................32
Course Descriptions for Grade 8 ...................................................................34
Course Selection Process .............................................................................36
Ontario Secondary School Diploma Requirements .......................................36
Types of Courses ...........................................................................................37
Understanding Course Codes........................................................................37
Definition of a Credit.......................................................................................37
Adding and Dropping Courses........................................................................37
Community Involvement Activities..................................................................38
The Provincial Secondary School Literacy Requirement...............................38
Course Descriptions for Grade 9 ...................................................................39
Course Descriptions for Grade 10 .................................................................40
Course Descriptions for Grade 11..................................................................41
Course Descriptions for Grade 12..................................................................44
The Arts..........................................................................................................48
Business Studies............................................................................................49
Canadian and World Studies..........................................................................50
Computer Studies...........................................................................................51
English............................................................................................................52
French............................................................................................................52
Guidance and Career Education....................................................................52
Health and Physical Education.......................................................................53
Interdisciplinary Studies..................................................................................53
Mathematics...................................................................................................54
Science...........................................................................................................55
Social Sciences and Humanities....................................................................56

i

Fundamental to Our Mission

Our Vision
We see a quality driven university preparatory school dedicated to providing a rigorous
academic curriculum intended to prepare students for success at the post-secondary
school level and beyond. We see a school that ensures students achieve the academic
and personal growth that enables them to become independent, life-long learners poised
for success. We see a school that fosters collaboration, and mentorship among students,
faculty and parents. We see learning as best occurring when it is placed in the context of a
healthy, caring relationship involving all the stakeholders in the teaching-learning process.
We see ourselves as encouraging and supporting the pursuit of excellence.

At the Toronto Prep School, we have the active involvement of a passionate, caring and
experienced staff, proven teamwork and shared leadership, the effective management of
resources, a safe and orderly learning environment and the opportunity to properly
prepare each student for success. We pride ourselves in our dedication to our students,
acknowledge that parents, students and teachers are seen as valued partners in layering
the foundation for life-long learning. It will take all of us working toward a common goal to
achieve success. At the Toronto Prep School we truly believe, “that it takes a village to
raise a child.” It is with this philosophy in mind that we welcome the input of parents.
Dedicated teachers, who respect, encourage, inspire, and challenge students to maximize
their effort, concerned, involved parents and motivated students are all fundamental to the
learning and growth process.

Our Mission

Students at the Toronto Prep School will have many opportunities to form relationships
with their teachers, which can lead them to greater academic success. Extra-help opportunities are intended to help students with any specific academic difficulty they may experience, which can allow the issue to be resolved quickly and correctly.

The Toronto Prep School is completely dedicated to providing a superior academic program for the children of parents who value the importance of knowledge, technology,
individuality, responsibility, and integrity in a safe, nurturing, and highly motivated environment. Our mission is to prepare our students by equipping them with the academic tools
and life skills needed to enter and succeed not only at the post-secondary school level, but
ultimately, in their chosen career path. Given the pace of technological change and the
growth of information technologies in all aspects of our lives, it is crucial that students gain
mastery over these tools. We are committed to developing students who are confident and
responsible and exhibit the values necessary to become effective communicators,
informed and productive thinkers, self-directed learners, collaborative workers, and skilled
information processors and problem solvers. It is a mission and duty we take most
seriously and which we commit ourselves fully.

Small classes enable the teacher to have a better sense of who your child is, and as such
identify strengths and weaknesses more readily. Each student will also have the opportunity to speak up and participate in class discussions and receive immediate clarification. A
low student to faculty ratio is at the core of any independent school. This enables teachers
to explore sidebars and cement fundamentals in place as well as provide greater personal
attention in preparing each student for the challenges ahead.
Above all, we are accountable to both our students and our parents.

To Fulfill Our Mission

Our Core Values

As educators we will develop the facility for learning and foster the motivation for students
to continue to learn after their formal school years. We are dedicated to empowering each
student to develop attitudes, skills, knowledge and the responsibility essential to successful achievement in school and society. We will challenge each student to maximize his or
her effort and in doing so realize their potential. The development of a sound work ethic
and effective organizational and study skills will be stressed. It is our duty to ensure that
students are able to communicate clearly and effectively and to master the ever changing
technologies for communication.

We subscribe to and practice our Core Values:
At the Toronto Prep School, we recognize the importance of a well-balanced education. It
is expected that our students not only learn about academic subjects, but also gain knowledge about themselves and how to interact effectively with those around them. We view
strong character and core values as integral components to all student and School endeavours. Every member of the Toronto Prep School aspires to and is measured by our
core values and principles of behaviour.

To this end we value and stress the following skills:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Respect is one of the most important values at the Toronto Prep School. All other values
flow outwards from this core value. Respect is the acknowledgement of importance and
contains both behavioural and responsive components. Helping students develop the art
of respect is a school-wide goal and is modeled by all adults at the school. This code
serves as the operational glue that holds our school together. All members are expected to
demonstrate the following elements of respect:

read for meaning and write for purpose;
locate and evaluate information;
manipulate numbers and interpret data; and
value a healthy and well-balanced lifestyle which
includes physical activity, an appreciation for the
arts and culture and a recognition for the
importance of family, friendship and community.

3

Toronto Prep School Course Calendar 2012/2013

31

